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  On behalf  of  the  new Executive  Committee  of   L’Association  of   Retired 
School Employees, I would like to wish you all a happy and healthy 2013!  The members 
of Executive and responsibilities are: Vice-President Jan Langelier, Treasurer Mary Anne 
Bindner,  Secretary  Chuck  Merilees,  Membership  Chair  Maureen  Howlett,  Assistant 
Membership Chair Robin Narsted, Newsletter Editor-in-Chief Tricia Roet, Associate Editor 
Tania Kinsella, Interest Groups Coordinator Pam Greevy, Nominations Committee Chair 
Danny Abergel and Members- at- Large Mike Kirk, Linda Gannon, Wayne Clifford, Mickey 
Wernecke, Hanns Wernecke and Al Jared. Our Executive is rounded out by Denis Daly 
who has served dutifully  as President  and Past  President of  L’ARSE and from whose 
guidance we, and especially I, have greatly benefited. I would also like to make special  
mention of Richard Waite who for years has done a great job as our electronic post-
master. Many thanks to all these key contributors to our Association. 

This  newsletter,  L'arsEncore,  presents the many and diverse activities available 
through our Association. Ours is a very busy organization. Aside from monthly luncheons 
and breakfasts, we offer a wide range of  Interest or Affinity Groups whose operations 
are described on these pages. Each of them is made possible by the efforts of a Group 
Coordinators. They organize because they enjoy the activity and the company, but it is 
work and work which we all deeply appreciate! Our number and range of activities are 
growing and I would draw your attention to write-ups on our most recent additions: 
Golden App Rappers (i-Pad tutoring), snow-shoeing and our new web-site.

L’arsEncore also highlights the activities of individual members. Feedback from our 
members is that these personal updates are greatly appreciated.  If you would like to 
pass on news about yourself or a friend, please submit it to our Editor, Tricia Roet at 
tricia.roet@sympatico.ca.

L'ARSE is open to any retiree from any school board or from any CEGEP. We offer a 
wide range of opportunities to participate, to learn, to socialize and to enjoy. We aim to 
create opportunity not obligation. I look forward to seeing you at our monthly breakfasts, 
lunches and/or many other activities and events in the next few months!

J’aimerais, de la part du nouveau comité éxécutifde  l’Association  des  employés  retraités  des 
écoles, vous souhaiter une bonne et heureuse année 2013.  Les membres du nouveau comité 
éxécutif  et leurs responsabilités sont les suivants:   Vice-présidente, Jan Langelier; Trésorière, 
Mary Anne Bindner; Secrétaire, Chuck Merilees; Adhésion, Maureen Howlett; Assistante, Robin 
Narsted;  Éditrice  du  bulletin  de  nouvelles,  Tricia  Roet;  Éditrice  Associée,  Tania  Kinsella; 
Coordinatrice des groupes d’activités, Pam Greevy; Comité de selection et de nomination, Daniel 
Abergel  et  Membres  de  soutien,  Mike  Kirk,  Linda  Gannon,  Wayne Clifford,  Mickey  Wernecke, 
Hanns Wernecke et Al Jared.  Notre éxécutif  est complété par Denis Daly qui a servi comme 
président  et  président-sortant  de  L’Arse  et  dont  les  sages  conseils  nous  avons  tous,  et  moi 
principalement, tiré profit.  J’aimerais également remercier particulièrement Richard Waite qui est 
depuis plusieurs années notre maitre de poste électronique.  Mille mercis à ces membres qui 
contribuent généreusement de leur temps à notre association.
Le  bulletin  de  nouvelles,  L’arsEncore,  vous  renseigne  sur  toutes  les  activités  disponibles  à 
l’intérieur de notre association.  Notre association est très active.  Outre les lunchs et déjeuners 
mensuels, nous vous offrons une grande varieté d’activités dont vous trouverez les descriptions 
dans ce bulletin.  Ces activités existent grâce aux efforts des coordinateurs de groupe.  Ceux-ci 
s’adonnent  avec plaisir  à  leur  activité  et  aiment la  partager;   ils  mettent  bien des heures à 
organiser les sorties et nous apprécions leurs efforts.  Le nombre et la variété de nos activités 
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croît sans cesse.  J’attire votre attention à nos nouveaux-venus – les Golden App Rappers (tutorat 
sur iPad), la raquette et notre nouveau site Web.
LarsEncore souligne également les activités de certains de nos membres.  Nos lecteurs semblent 
apprécier ces articles qui donnent un aperçu des talents et interêts de nos collègues.  Si vous 
désirez  faire  part  de  nouvelles  à  votre  sujet  ou  au  sujet  d’un  autre,  soumettez  votre 
communication à notre éditrice, Tricia Roet à tricia.roet@sympatico.ca.

LARSE, l’association des employés retraités des écoles est ouverte à tous les retraités des 
commissions scolaires et aussi des Cégeps.  LARSE offre une variété d’activités auxquelles vous 
pouvez participer, où vous pouvez revoir vos anciens collègues et vous faire de nouveaux amis. 
Notre objectif est de créer des opportunités de participer et non des obligations.

J’espère vous voir nombreux à nos repas, petits déjeuners et d’autres activités dans les mois à 
venir.

Bryden Murray,  Président

 

Interest Groups Editor: Pam Greevy

pgreevy@hotmail.com

Hello cross-country skiers,

Well, the XC skiing season certainly got off to a great start 
with our record snowfall (45cm) on Dec. 27th. We had 8 skiers 
on Tuesday, January 8th, and although the temperature was 
hovering around 0°c, we got in a wonderful couple of hours of 
skiing in at Bois de Liesse. I have absolutely no idea how the rest of the season will 
unfold, except to say that our hopes are high. 

Our plans are to ski locally, as much as possible (Montreal parks), but we may venture 
up north should conditions deteriorate here on the island. Generally, we go out every 
Tuesday (of course, conditions dictate) starting at about 9:30 a.m. and we end at about 
11:15. We always wait for slower skiers and we usually take a longish break halfway 
round the loop. Of course, the invitation is always there for you to join us, at any time. If 
you have any qualms whatsoever, drop me an email and I will be glad to answer your 
questions. 

Cheers,
Colin Legault ( legaultcj@yahoo.ca )

mailto:tricia.roet@sympatico.ca
mailto:legaultcj@yahoo.ca
mailto:pgreevy@hotmail.com
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The L'ARSE Casual Bridge Affinity Group 
has been running for  three years  now. 
We play the second and fourth Mondays 
of each month at 1:30 p.m. For the past 
year,  Lorraine  Pawlusiak  has  graciously 
hosted our games at her home.

Our  ranks  have  grown  to  thirty 
and we have had a high of five tables for 
a  session.  Generally  we  have  between 
twelve  and  sixteen  players.  Travel  and 
other commitments always keep some of 
our members from any given Bridge day 
and  there  is  always  room  for  new 
members!

Our skill levels have a wide range. 
We use a format which changes partners 
and tables every four hands. If we have 
an odd number of players, we rotate in 
and  out  of  play.  Beginners  will 
sometimes  opt  to  watch  the  first  few 
times instead of playing. They will often 
pair up with an experienced player who 
will explain and teach. We often discuss 
bidding and such as we go along.

Our focus is to enjoy and to learn. 
We have a great bunch of people and we 
have a lot of fun! We'd love to have you 
join  us!  If  you  are  interested,  please 
contact Bryden Murray at 
bryden.murray@sympatico.ca  

A little boy got on the bus, sat next to 
a man reading a book, and noticed he 
had his collar on backwards. The little 
boy asked why he wore his collar that 

way.
The man, who was a priest, said, "I am 

a Father."
The little boy replied, "My Daddy 
doesn't wear his collar like that."

The priest looked up from his book and 
said, "I am the Father of many."

The boy said, "My Dad has four boys, 
four girls and two grandchildren and 
he doesn't wear his collar that way."
The priest, getting impatient, said "I 

am the Father of hundreds," and went 
back to reading his book.

The little boy sat quietly... but on 
leaving the bus, he leaned over and 
said, "Well, maybe you should wear 

your pants backwards instead of your 
collar."

 

If  you  stopped  reading  the 
newsletter  on  line  because  you 
had  trouble  opening  it  –  TRY  IT 
NOW.  I  have  been  using  a  new 
format  which  will  open  in  any 
program. Let us know if you prefer 
to  receive  your  copy  of  the 
newsletter by email in the future.

       

Canasta
 In the fall, the group met
at  a  variety  of  homes,  since  I  wasat  a  variety  of  homes,  since  I  wasat  a  variety  of  homes,  since  I  was 
unavailable  until  mid-November. 
Thank  you  to  all  who  so  graciously 
agreed  to  host  in  my  absence.   We 
have continued to meet every second 
Wednesday, alternating with the Bridge 
group.  We always have a good time, 
win or lose, with lots of laughs.
Currently, there are 19 names on my 
email list, although we have never had 
everyone  attend  at  the  same  time. 
Newcomers are always welcome.  You 
can  learn  to  play  the  game  in  1 
afternoon and join in the fun.
Please contact me at
rmnarsted@yahoo.com if you would 
like to join us or get further
information.
Robin Narsted

mailto:bryden.murray@sympatico.ca
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The 2012 cycling  season was a good one,  beginning in  March and ending with a 
luncheon for our final Tuesday in November. With wonderful company, the kilometers seemed 
to  roll  by quickly.  Our  group became even more enjoyable  when the former  Member  of 
Parliament and Minister of the Environment in the Quebec National Assembly, Clifford Lincoln, 
joined us.  In  December,  Clifford  launched an autobiography,  which  I've  recently  finished 
reading, chronicling that part of his life. Clifford is not the only author in our group. Bruce 
Corbett also produces e-books and has a website through which you can purchase his books. 
With  such  literary  folks  in  our  midst,  our  cycling  trip  conversations  are  always  very 
interesting.

As many of you may be considering trips to the south this winter and may plan to 
bring  the  bicycle  with  you,  you  may  wish  to  check  out  these  web  sites, 
( http//www.bikeflorida.org   and http//www.spiceroads.com ). I am in Saint Maarten as I 
write this. The cycling here would be less than ideal; even walking around is sometimes 
hazardous!

As  soon  as  conditions  dictate,  we  expect  to  start  in  2013  and  welcome  new 
members. In the meantime, a number of us are engaging in the cross-country skiing group 
that Colin Legault operates. I also work out at the West Island Y which can provide free 
membersip for those willing to volunteer 3 hours a week in one of the Y programs.

Some LARSE members who have considered cycling seem to believe that our pace 
will be too much for them. I have tried to reassure them that people in their seventies and 
eighties  are  still  cycling  with  us!  Those  who  require  additional  challenge  are  still 
accommodated as we provide an opportunity for additional distance. Because the group 
sometimes leaves from different departure points, a bicycle rack for cars is an asset.  

 Unless  we  get  the  same unusually  early  spring  that  we  did  in  2012,  we  will 
probably begin in April. If you have questions about possibly joining our group, please feel 
free to contact me, Wayne Clifford, (wmclifford@gmail.com ) or another member of the 
CYCLOPATHS, we look forward to having new joiners! 

   

On Jan. 21, the Book Club (the “old” group) will be discussing The Imposter Bride, by 
Nancy Richler. She paints a deft and loving portrait of Jewish Montreal in the post-war 
years and then returns to wartime Europe to the dark mystery which drives her plot. 
Our reading list for the rest of the year is as follows:

• Feb  The Purchase by Linda Spaulding
• Mar Ru by Kim Thuy 
• Apr The Colour of Tea by Hannah Tunicliffe
• May The Bells by Richard Harvell

    Our membership now numbers 12, our limit, but we do have a waiting list, 
currently with only one name on it. We meet at Cedar Park United Church at 1:30 pm 
on the 4th Tuesday of the month. If you are interested in joining us in the future, 
please contact me at  susansomerville8@sympatico.ca.    Susan Somerville

mailto:susansomerville8@sympatico.ca
mailto:wmclifford@gmail.com
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 Book Club II
This group of reading enthusiasts meets once a month to share our 
thoughts about our chosen book. We have tried to include books 
available in both French and English so that our francophone friends 
can join us more easily. This year we have read and enjoyed:

1. The Girl in the Green Sweater by Krystyna Chiger
2. Charles the Bold – Charles le Temeraire by Yves Beauchemin

Our next undertaking is River City by John Farrow, which we will be discussing on Jan 
28 at 1:30. If there are any new members who would like to join us, please contact 
Tricia Roet for details at: tricia.roet@sympatico.ca 

CHECK OUT THE L’ARSE 
WEBSITE

The new L’ARSE website will help 
keep  you  informed  about  our 
association  on  an  ongoing  basis. 
You  can  learn  about  volunteer 
opportunities, entertainment
events,  and  group activities.  The 
most  recent  LarsEncore  Bulletin 
will  be  posted  as  well  as  past 
editions.  If  you  would  like  to 
inform  people  about  something 
you feel is “newsworthy” please e- 
mail this information to Mary Anne 
Bindner –  mabindner@lbpsb.qc.ca 
and  she  will  forward  it  to  Cathy 
McKeogh, our web designer.
To check out our new website go 
to:  www.larse.ca

The  LARSE  site  is  not  accessible  via 
Google.  Apparently  it  normally  takes 
months  for  search  engines  to  find  a 
website (longer if it doesn’t get a lot of 
hits) unless you want to pay companies 
thousands  of  dollars  to  bump it  up  on 
search  engine  results.  The  url  is  user 
friendly,  so please do not try to  access 

our site through Google. 

Snowshoeing 
Anyone?

Larse already has a hearty group of 
crosscountry  skiers  who  brave  the 
countryside  every  Tuesday  (  weather 
permitting). I have not been able to join 
them as I no longer have the equipment. 
However,  I  have  recently  taken  up 
Snowshoing.  I  was  hoping  that  there 
would be others who might like to join me 
as we hook up with the Cross country ski 
group  on  Tuesdays.  We could  go  to  the 
same location as the skiers but could go 
tramping  through  the  woods  on  our 
snowshoes instead of skiing. We would be 
able to join the group for lunch and enjoy 
the socializing. 

If you would be interested in joining 
me, please contact me and I will make the 
necessary arrangements for us to get out 
in  the  fresh  air  and  get  some  good 
exercise as we do so. 

Jan Langelier
langelier.jan@videotron.ca 

http://www.larse.ca/
mailto:mabindner@lbpsb.qc.ca
mailto:tricia.roet@sympatico.ca
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The  Internet  Users’  Group  is  one  of  the  longest  standing  L’ARSE  Affinity 
Groups. It has met monthly in the Computer Lab of the Lester B. Pearson School 
Board for a number of years. For the past couple of years we have been looking for 
someone to take on the task of organizing and/or running these sessions. Recently 
we have depended on individuals volunteering to present topics on a one-shot basis. 
The next session of the Internet Users Group, will include a short presentation by 
Greg  Cicci  of  the  Board’s  I.T.  Department  regarding  current  school  computer 
applicating practices. This will  take place on Monday January 28 at 12:30 at the 
board office computer lab.
Our activities have been supplemented by the new iPad group, Golden App Rappers, 
initiated by Peter Tellier. This group sprang out of an iPad Apps session that Peter did 
for the Internet Users’ Group last year. A description of this group's activities appears 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 
If interested in attending the presentation please leave a message Wayne Clifford at 
wmclifford@gmail.com,   If you would be interested in taking on organization of the 
Internet Users’ Group or if you would be willing to present a session, please contact 
Wayne at the same coordinates.

                                        Golden App Rappers

Last Spring, the LARSE computer users group had two introductory iPad workshops. 
We learned about the possibilities and potential of this amazing new technology, and 
have followed up with a unique "real learning" experience this fall and winter.

Dorset Elementary has been at the forefront of iDevice technology having begun with 
iPod use in Kindergarten just a few years ago. They now use iPads regularly in all 
cycles, and, the grade fives each own their own iPad. Thus, they are "iTutors". And so, 
we have tapped into this expertise and, by the time this newsletter has been pub-
lished will have had three "Golden App Rap" sessions, where the Grade 5 iTutors have 
worked  with about a dozen of us Retirees, tutoring us by helping us to navigate 
through the world of the 250 000+ "apps" (applications), by answering our questions, 
or by demonstrating the iPad's many capabilities to those who would are in the mar-
ket to purchase a tablet. 

The iTutors have given up their lunch hours to teach us educators. One hour of fully 
engaged  pre-teens  and  golden  agers.  Intense,  smiling  faces.  Oohs  and  aahs. 
Laughter. Fun. Real education.....priceless. 

The iTutors and their super iTeacher, Rhiannon Szollosy, are so keen that they would 
like to continue on a monthly basis. We shall post dates on the LARSE website. 

mailto:wmclifford@gmail.com
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The meeting of the Travel Talk Group on October 17th was well attended and 
most  interesting.  We  met  in  the  upstairs  of  the  Sequoia  Restaurant  which  is  a 
comfortable and pleasant venue.

Leona Kemp walked us through her fascinating  bus  tour of Turkey talking about 
her discoveries of the various towns, the cultural  traditions and the history of this 
country, the beautiful  ancient ruins and the lovely handicraft work.  She brought along 
lovely  pictures she had taken during her trip  showing  the various places, Roman 
ruins and people she met.  She also showed us Turkish handicrafts, ceramic pieces, silk 
scarves and leather clothing.

Finally, she treated us to a sample of oriental sweets and Turkish delight which 
were very much appreciated by the group.
We are looking forward to our next meeting in the spring and we hope you will join us.

Please email Mickey Wernecke at hbwernecke@aol.com or
Daniel Abergel at abergeld@yahoo.com

L’ARSE  THEATRE GROUP
This group continues to grow and many have enjoyed the plays of 

Lakeshore Players and others including plays at The Hudson Village Theatre as well as 
Lakeshore Light Opera. 
Upcoming on January 30, 2013, we are going to see Lakeshore Players’ “ The Cat’s 
Meow” by Steven Peros. 

I am looking into the Hudson Music presentation of “Oklahoma” being presented 
at the Hudson Village Theatre in March. Also in the plans is Lakeshore Light Opera’s 
presentation of Gilbert and Sullivan’s “ Princess Ida” also coming in March.

The final Lakeshore Players play is Agatha Christie’s “ And Then There were 
None” scheduled for May 8, 2013. We usually try to have a meal either before or after 
the plays which adds a lovely social element to the outings.

If anyone would like to have his/her name added to the e-mail list of theatre 
groupies, please let me know. If you are not on e-mail, call me and I will see that you 
are contacted. 

Jan Langelier langelier.jan@videotron.ca 

REMINDER: JANUARY LUNCHEON IS THE TIME TO PAY MARY ANNE 
BINDNER FOR YOUR ANNUAL FEE! SEEK HER OUT NEXT MONTH OR 
MAIL IT IN TO MAREEN HOWLET – address on last page.

mailto:langelier.jan@videotron.ca
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The  L'ARSE  Golf  group  will  begin  it’s  fourth  season  this  Spring.  We  have 
traditionally played on the second and fourth Monday of each month. We try to play a 
variety of courses and make our selections taking price and proximity into account. While 
most of our members play 18 holes, we have always tried to make accommodations for 
those who would prefer to play 9 holes. We will continue that practice.

This summer, however, we will also begin to set up nine-hole games on the off-
setting Mondays. These games will also be played on a variety of local courses.

We currently have over forty members but not everyone plays every time. Our 
largest outing last year was at our annual “School is Open Open” where thirty-six of us 
teed off to commemorate the first day of the new school year. This was followed by a 
bar-b-q which forty-five of us attended. Our last outing in November had eight of us 
playing. 

Our goal is create an opportunity to play rather than an obligation. A week or so in 
advance of each game, we send out an e-mail to our members asking who would like to 
play. Based on response, we book starting times to accommodate all who have replied 
positively. Once the set of slots has been filled, individuals deciding later to join in must 
book their own tee times. Some of our members play virtually all games; some play 
more sporadically.

Our skill levels vary considerably. We have in common an enjoyment of the game, 
the exercise and the company, not necessarily in that order! If you think you might be 
interested in trying this out, we'd welcome you with open arms! Please contact Russ Kelly 
at russk  .  547@gmail.com  ) or Bryden Murray at  bryden.murray@sympatico.ca 

 Trivia 
   John Rennie High School Staff hosts a Charity Team Trivia competition the second 
Wednesday of every month at the Black Lion Pub in Beaurepaire Village. The charge is 
$5.00 per person and raffle tickets are sold. Several L’ARSE members participate and 
everyone  is  welcomed.  If  you  are  interested,  please  contact  Bryden  Murray 
bryden.murray@sympatico.ca ).
The  following  are  a  few  sample  trivia  questions  from  Benny  Beattie’s  book, 

Questions, Quizzes and Quotations – A Brain-Challenging Book of Trivia and General 
Knowledge: (Answers on page _)

1. What bird can fly backwards?
2. What fruit has seeds on the outside?
3. What’s the difference between the United Kingdom and Great Britain?
4. What’s the difference between a violin and a fiddle? 
5. In a deck of cards, which king does not have a mustache?
6. abcdefghijkmnopqrstuvwxyz. What’s the season?
7. What were Canada’s three greatest military disasters of World War 2?

Answers on Page 13

mailto:bryden.murray@sympatico.ca
mailto:bryden.murray@sympatico.ca
mailto:russk.547@gmail.com
mailto:russk.547@gmail.com
mailto:russk.547@gmail.com
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Gotta Pee

Two women friends had gone for a girls' night out. Both were very faithful and loving 
wives, however They had gotten over-enthusiastic on the Bacardi Breezers. Incredibly 
drunk and walking home they needed to  pee,  So they stopped in  the cemetery.

One of them had nothing to wipe with so she thought She would take off her panties 
and use them. Her friend however was wearing a rather expensive Pair of panties and 
did not want to ruin them. She was lucky enough to squat down next to a grave That 
had  a  wreath  with  a  ribbon  on  it,  So  she  proceeded  to  wipe  with  that.

After the girls did their business, they proceeded to go home. The next day, the 
husband of one of the women was concerned That his normally sweet and innocent 
wife was still in bed hung over, So he phoned the other husband and said: 

"These  girl  nights  have  got  to  stop!  I'm  starting  to  suspect  the  worst.
My wife came home with no panties!!"

"That's nothing," said the other husband, "Mine came back with a card stuck to her 
butt that said..... 'From all of us at the Fire Station. We'll never forget you.' "

The Polite Way to Call Someone a Bastard
 
A guy was getting ready to tee off  on the first hole when a second golfer 
approached and asked if he could join him. The first said that he usually played 
alone, but agreed to the twosome. They were even after the first few holes. 
The second guy said, “We’re about evenly matched, how about playing for five 
bucks a hole?” 
The first guy said that he wasn’t much for betting, but agreed to the terms. 
The second guy won the remaining sixteen holes with  ease.  As they were 
walking off number eighteen, the second guy was busy counting his $80.00. 
He confessed that he was the pro at a neighboring course and liked to pick on 
suckers. The first fellow revealed that he was the Parish Priest. The pro was 
flustered and apologetic, offering to return the money. The Priest said, “You 
won  fair  and  square  and  I  was  foolish  to  bet  with  you.  You  keep  your 
winnings.”  
The pro said, “Is there anything I can do to make it up to you?” The Priest 
said, “Well, you could come to Mass on Sunday and make a donation…… And, if 
you  want  to  bring  your  mother  and  father  along,  I’ll  marry  them.
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Rod Heather

Rod Heather has long been one of the West Island’s best known wedding
and portrait photographers. He taught Photography at Beaconsfield High
School and at McGill. He also taught Adobe Photoshop at Concordia.
Since his retirement, he has sought to diversify his photographic 
pursuits and he currently is focusing on image-making pertaining to nature and to life 
in the city. Rod describes his work as photo essays around the themes of change in 
architecture, landscape and people. Back in the late sixties, he had taken pictures in a 
snow storm and recently revisited the experience with a shoot at the Field and Stream 
Club in Dorval. His next project will be at the Montreal International Car Show. Rod is 
in the process of creating a web site to exhibit and sell his work but can be reached 
through the yellow pages or at 514-630-7731. 

An avid hockey player, Rod currently plays in three leagues. In one of them, he and a 
few team mates were approached to put together a band for a benefit function to 
raise funds to send kids to summer camp. Thus was born the Hockey Boyz Band (a 
guitarist,  reed  player  and  drummer,  Rod  plays  bass  in  this  one)  whose  initial 
performance  was  so  successful  that  they  stuck  together  and  now play  weddings, 
anniversaries and other functions.    

On A Sad Note

Gerry Ogilvie

We received word  that Gerry Ogilvie passed away in Toronto on January 17 at 
a nursing home after a bout with Alzheimer's disease. Gerry taught at BHS for 
many years in the science department and was well respected by everyone 
she came in contact with. She is survived by two daughters and several grand 
children. It will be a private funeral and her ashes will be buried beside her 
husband on Easter Sunday.
 

Club de lecture 

Je serais intéressée à mettre sur pied un club de lecture français. La logistique 
de la démarche pourrait être discutée à notre première rencontre. Il nous 
faudrait un minimum de 4 personnes.
Veuillez communiquer à cette adresse électronique:
Carole Touchette 
touchette.carole@videotron.ca 

mailto:touchette.carole@videotron.ca
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Published Authors in our Midst

Bob Morrison: While Bob Morrison was Principal at John Rennie High School, his book of 
memoires,  To  Pause  and  Flutter  By,  was  published.  A  reviewer  described  it  as  the 
unfolding story of a young man growing to be a teacher. It is a series of one- to-three 
memories  per  year  from  kindergarten  through  the  eve  of  his  last  student-teaching 
session at MacDonald College and is still on the reading list of many high schools. One of 
the characters was his friend, Russ, who was later best man at for Bob and his bride, 
Eugenia, a Science teacher at Pierrefonds Comprehensive High School. After falling out of 
touch for many years, Eugenia and Bob reunited with his old buddy and his second wife 
for a  fabulous vacation in the Andes, a highlight of which was a visit to Cusco and Machu 
Picchu, the one Inca site which Pizzaro never discovered.  Bob’s most recent work, a 
book of poetry entitled, My Lady   My Lake , will soon be published by Anthol Press. “If 
there is one theme running through it”, Bob says, “it is isolation and connection.” One of 
the poems is a monologue with Altahulapa, the last of the true Inca kings who was killed 
by Pizzaro in an act of treachery. 

Bruce Corbett: Bruce started writing, historical fiction mostly, in 1985 when he was a 
Guidance Counsellor at Macdonald High. He submitted to all  the major American and 
British publishing houses. All said, “No!” . He spent years trying to get an agent and 
when he finally did, she convinced him to write short stories and then retired. Bruce ran 
his science fiction short stories past on-line critique groups which he found very helpful. 
He had nine of his short stories published in various magazines. In 2012 he decided to 
self-publish and now has ten e-books out, a compendium of his short stories and nine 
historical novels. The novels are all based around Ambrose, Prince of Wessex at the time 
of  Alfred  the  Great  (860-890  a.d.).  His  travels,  with  a  couple  of  buddies,  take  him 
through Denmark, Sweden and Russia at the time of its inception in Novgorod and Kiev. 
The later books happen at the time of the Danish invasion of England. Bruce has recently 
released his  books as  paperbacks  through Amazon.com. Sales  locations  for  both  his 
paperbacks and e-books are listed on his web site www.brucecorbett.ca . 

Ken Goslett:  Ken, who was the Auto Shop teacher at John Rennie, has been writing 
about  trains  since  the  mid-eighties  for  enthusiast  magazines,  the  Canadian  Railroad 
Historical Association and the Exporail Museum in St. Constant. In 1990 he was hired by 
Ottawa’s National Museum of Science & Technology to write an historical  background 
paper detailing the conversion from steam locomotives to diesel locomotives on Canadian 
National Railways. The paper languished in the files in Ottawa until the Canadian National 
Railways Historical  Association asked the Crown for the rights to publish.   This was 
granted  and  in  July  2012  a  hardcover  book,   Canadian  National  Railways  Diesel 
Locomotives Volume 1, by Kevin Holland and Ken Goslett, went on sale.  Book launches 
were held in both Montreal and Ottawa.  Ken and his co-author are happy to report that 
the initial press run is almost sold-out.  Ken and his wife Barb wander the countryside 
taking pictures of the routine and the unusual aspects of life.  Ken’s eye often falls on 
mechanical items, from laker boats in the Seaway to racecars on the tracks of North 
America and Europe.  Barb and Ken threw a party celebrating the recent completion of 
Autoroute 30.  Long-term plans include another gala  for the opening of the new Dorval 
interchange.  But that will have to wait another five years (or more)!

http://www.brucecorbett.ca/
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Benny Beattie: Benny, who taught History and French at Lindsay Place from 1965 to 
1997, has spent a good part of his life in Tadoussac. In fact, in 1976 he and colleague 
George Doxas kayaked there from Montreal. Benny's  first book was,  Tadoussac, The 
Sands of Summer, published in 1994 (the French version,  Tadoussac, les sables d'été, 
came  out  in  1995).  It  is  about  the  history  and  legends  of  the  area,  how farmers, 
fishermen, loggers, villagers, blacksmith, etc. lived in days gone by, from the memories 
of a child growing up there in the summer and is available from the author. Illustrations 
are by his wife Gita and another Lindsay colleague Sandy Spence. Available from the 
author. This past Fall, his second book,  Questions, Quizzes and Quotations -  A Brain-
Challenging  Book  of  Trivia  and  General  Knowledge,  was  released.  Available  at  Clio 
bookstore in Pointe Claire, from the author, and Chapters in the spring, this book features 
over  7,000  questions  organized  into  290  quizzes  on  a  wide  range  of  topics  each 
containing 25 questions. It  also has some 200 quotations, which serve to produce a 
chuckle, an affirmative nod and stimulate thought. Benny’s next book will be a collection 
of fascinating oral histories.

 
  

A Concert by HARPISSIMO
 a Born to Read Fundraiser
 
A massing of 10 to 12 harpists from Harpissimo Quebec will perform
 
WHEN: On Friday, April 12 at 8 PM
 
WHERE:at the easy to access,  St Mark's Church, 865 Lakeshore Drive, Dorval
 
TICKETS: are $20 for adults, $10 for a child 12 and under with an adult
 
Refreshments to follow after the concert.
 
Please mark this date in your appointment books now and order tickets by leaving a 
message with your coordinates at either 514-667-9562 or at info@borntoread.net. 
One of the Born to Read volunteers will get back to you to confirm your reservations.

Trivia Answers
1. Hummingbird
2. Strawberry
3. UK includes Northern Ireland. GB only England, Scotland and Wales.
4. Fiddle is a style of music instruments are the same
5. The King of Hearts
6. Noël
7. Hong Kong, Dieppe, & 8,700 airmen died killing civilians in German cities



L'ARSE  MEMBERSHIP  FORM 14

Please check the address label on your copy of larsEncore: If it says (12), or earlier, you need  
to renew your membership in LARSE for 2013. 

Name _________________________________________________    School __________________________________________

e-mail address: None [   ] ,  correct as on LARSE’s records [   ] , or

new / corrected e-mail address __________________________________

I want to receive my copy of LarsEncore by Canada Post (cost to LARSE $ 2- $3 per copy) 
[   ]
Address: [   ] Same as last year, or ________________________________

____________________________________Postal Code _____________
 
Phone (_____) _____________ 

Please make a cheque for $10 to LARSE (one-year membership) and send to

Maureen Howlett
586 Maplebrook, Beaconsfield
H9W 3J8  

If you change your mailing or email address or your telephone number please inform 
Maureen Howlett at: 514 630 3869 maureen.howlett@gmail.com

**********************************************************************************************************"Publishable" information regarding travels, other activities and various items of interest would be much appreciated.

mailto:maureen.howlett@gmail.com
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